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Bed Bug Mani-pest-o 
The combination of rising bed bug numbers and recent Provincial attention to the issue indicates that now 
is the time to act to begin eradicating bed bugs in Ontario.  For this reason the Organizing Committee 
Members have come together to build a provincial campaign leading up to the 2011 provincial election.  
The goal of the campaign is to put pressure on all political parties to commit to creating a bed bug 
commissioner position responsible for the implementation of a five part bed bug strategy.  The campaign 
welcomes recent funding of five million dollars proposed by the Ministry of Health and recommendations 
from MPP Mike Colle, as an important first step in tackling bed bugs in Ontario. 
 
A Provincial Bed Bug Strategy Is Needed: 
Bed bugs are a provincial issue because they can affect all people regardless of income, race, and 
geography and have already affected people who live in most cities in Ontario.  While urban areas have 
experienced particularly high incidences of bed bugs, they are not the only areas affected. For this reason, a 
coordinated strategy is needed with a Provincial bed bug commissioner to lead it. Ontario will require 
province-wide efforts to engage residents and organizations from all backgrounds to advocate for a 
commissioner and for the five part bed bug strategy.  A coordinated provincial coalition will help 
demonstrate to the Ministry of Health that bed bugs are a provincial issue while mobilizing people and 
agencies across Ontario to better pressure the Ministry, opposition critics, and political parties to follow 
through on Provincial bed bug commitments. 
 
What We Are Asking You to Endorse: 
The Provincial Bed Bug Strategy: That all political parties commit to establish a role for an elected official to 
be appointed as a bed bug commissioner to coordinate provincial bed bug efforts under the Ministry of 
Health.  The bed bug commissioner will report to the Minister of Health, and ensure that the following five 
part bed bug strategy is carried out: 

 Education and Awareness: Build a province-wide public education and public awareness campaign 
to raise awareness on the rising incidence of bed bug infestations, the methods of dealing with 
them and bed bug stigma 

 Protocols and Best Practices: Establish standard protocols and best practices for treatment of bed 
bugs 

 Vulnerable Populations: Develop and promote a comprehensive community response that 
includes funds to support vulnerable populations to reduce financial barriers to eradicate bed bugs 

 Monitoring: Conduct widespread monitoring of bed bug incidences across the Province 

 Legislative changes: Draft and enact legislative policies that support quick and effective responses 
to bed bugs 

 
What You Can Do:  

 Endorse the Bed Bug Strategy and the request for a Commissioner 

 Write to Minister, Premier and MPPs to support the Bed Bug Strategy and request a Commissioner 

 Identify other supporters to add to the list of endorsers 

 Organize a group to visit a local MPP to support the Bed Bug Strategy and request a Commissioner 

 Lobby the Minister of Health to adopt the Bed Bug Strategy 

 Lobby the Health Critics and Leader of the opposition parties support the Bed Bug Strategy 

 Join the list of campaign endorsers by sending an email to bbgone@woodgreen.org 
 
What We Are Doing: 
Different actions may make sense for different communities in Ontario, and therefore a flexible approach 
to the coordination of the coalition is needed while maintaining consistent messaging. 

 Outreach to allies in the Toronto area: tenants associations, community services and programs, 
and other established contacts 

 Outreach to local and province-wide organizations that have been vocal on bed bug issues in 
targeted communities across Ontario (approximately 6-10 cities) 

 Connect with people who have lived experience of bed bugs 

 Outreach to non-traditional allies at the sectoral level such as the hotel industry, landlords, 
housing providers, and hospitals 

 Outreach to allies and other stakeholders for funds to support the coordination of the coalition 
and other campaign activities 
 


